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“Groundbreaking…bubbles with the heady excitement of the Web’s early days. The world of 
‘Home Page’ is like a lost paradise.”  

––Roger Ebert (Yahoo! Internet Life, May 1999) 
 
“Provocative, witty, artfully structured.”  

––Lisa Schwartzbaum (Entertainment Weekly, Feb. 1999) 
 
LOGLINE 
 
Following one of the first and most notorious bloggers at the birth of the internet, Home Page shows 
us where our online navel gazing began and how it quickly led to where we are now. 
 
SYNOPSIS 
 
The year is 1996, and documentary filmmaker Doug Block, fascinated by this new thing called the 
internet, trains his wry, analytical lens on the burgeoning home page (i.e. blogging) phenomenon. He 
soon falls under the spell of 21-year old cyber superstar Justin Hall, whose literally bare-all online 
diary spares no details about friends, family, lovers and, inevitably, Block himself. When Hall goads 
the filmmaker into keeping his own online diary, the story takes an unexpectedly personal turn, with 
hilarious and deeply affecting results. This special 20th anniversary re-release reveals Home Page to 
be an astonishingly prophetic historical document of our confession-crazed culture. It reintroduces the 
film that established Block as one of the foremost directors of the personal documentary form (51 
Birch Street, The Kids Grow Up, 112 Weddings). And it highlights the birth of The D-Word 
(www.d-word.com), which has transformed over the past 20 years from Block's personal blog into the 
internet's foremost documentary community. 
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DIRECTOR'S STATEMENT 
 
When I began filming Home Page back in 1996 the world wide web was in its infancy, but it was 
already apparent that it was going to transform the very nature of human communication. I felt 
incredibly fortunate to find Justin Hall, one of the web's first cyber stars and early influencers, whose 
exuberant, outsized personality seemed the very embodiment of that giddy, utopian period. And 
grateful that someone so used to controlling his own representation agreed to let this documentary 
filmmaker follow him over the course of a year, and freeze his 21-year old life for posterity as if it were 
the lasting truth.  
 
Looking back from the vantage point of two decades since the film's initial release in 1999, it's startling 
how prescient Home Page is. The brouhaha Justin stirred up by oversharing so publicly on his blog 
seems quaintly innocent today. Our narcissistic, navel-gazing culture has not only passed Justin by, 
it's left him in the dust. Social media and technology has given us the ability to connect with others all 
over the world in profound and unimaginable ways, just as Justin so enthusiastically evangelized. It's 
also given us the power to exploit differences, create division and fan the flames of hatred and 
violence. I hope the 20th anniversary re-release of Home Page will be considered not just a nostalgic 
time capsule but a catalyst for serious reflection about the many pros and cons of how the internet has 
impacted our lives.  
 
There's another 20-year anniversary being celebrated this year that I have Justin primarily to thank 
for. Right from the get-go of making of Home Page, he cajoled me into creating my own personal blog. 
I named it The D-Word (www.d-word.com) and used it as an ongoing diary of my filmmaking process, 
hoping to encourage and inspire other documentary filmmakers. Three years later, with the film finally 
out in the world and tired of speaking from atop my soapbox, I turned The D-Word into a virtual 
community so that documentary filmmakers could encourage and inspire each other. Completely 
through word-of-mouth, it's today considered the internet's leading community for documentary 
professionals, with over 17,000 members from 130 countries. All connected to each other because 
Justin kept insisting that "html is easy as hell!" 
 
A number of people seeing the film now have asked me whether Home Page is an optimistic or 
pessimistic look at what the internet has wrought. Well, proud as I am of my body of film work, The 
D-Word will always be my proudest professional achievement, so I have to answer in the affirmative. It 
takes work and eternal vigilance, but I've somehow held on to the idealism of Justin and his fellow 
web pioneers, and I'm firmly in the camp of those who believe in the internet's early promise of 
interconnection.  
 
Let's see if I feel the same way in another 20 years.  
 

––Doug Block, 2019 
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FILMMAKER BIO 
 
Doug Block is a New York-based documentary director, producer and cameraman. His critically 
acclaimed, award-winning feature films have screened in dozens of leading international film festivals, 
have been released in theaters and broadcast on television throughout the world. 
 
Block’s most recent film, 112 Weddings, a co-production of HBO, BBC and ZDF-Arte, was the 
opening night film of the 2014 Full Frame Documentary Film Festival and went on to become a 
worldwide hit, winning major prizes as far away as South Korea, Russia and China. The Kids Grow Up 
(Special Jury Prize, Silverdocs) was released theatrically in 2010 by Shadow Distribution and 
broadcast on HBO on Fathers Day, 2011. 51 Birch Street, was named one of the Ten Best Films of 
2006 by a number of leading film critics, including A.O. Scott of the New York Times, and was 
selected as one of the outstanding documentaries of the year by the National Board of Review. Block 
also directed and produced The Heck With Hollywood! (1991), the Emmy nominated Home Page 
(1999; 2019 re-release) and the short The Children Next Door (2012).  
 
In addition to his own films, Block's credits as producer include: Silverlake Life (Sundance Grand Jury 
Prize, Peabody, Prix Italia), Jupiter’s Wife (Sundance Special Jury Prize, Emmy), A Walk Into the Sea: 
Danny Williams and the Warhol Factory (top awards at Berlin and Tribeca), The Edge of Dreaming 
(POV), Resurrect Dead: The Mystery of the Toynbee Tiles (Sundance Best Director Prize for 
Documentary) and Futures Past, which recently premiered at the Chicago International Film Festival.  
 
Block is also the founder and co-host of The D-Word (www.d-word.com), the pre-eminent online 
discussion forum for documentary professionals worldwide.  
 
JUSTIN HALL - BIO 
 
Justin Hall likes to find new pillars of society taking shape, grab a laptop and a wrench, and climb the 
scaffolding to join a crew around the emerging architecture.  
 
Currently he’s serving as Chief Technology Officer of bud.com. Since registering the domain in 1994, 
Hall has used bud.com to host a series of software experiments and cannabis advocacy. Now 
bud.com delivers the benefits of legal cannabis and CBD products. Hall is excited to have leveraged 
bud.com for the professional adventure of a lifetime, as the legal cannabis economy expands to meet 
a repressed demand. 
 
Seeing the web for the first time in 1993 changed Hall’s life. A need for attention and a fondness for 
technology lead Justin to post thousands of web pages about himself on “Justin’s Links from the 
Underground.” That personal website lead Hall to serve as the youngest member of the launch team 
for the first commercial web magazine HotWired within Wired Magazine in 1994. Later Hall was called 
“perhaps the founding father of personal weblogging” by the likes of the New York Times. 
 
The personal sharing Hall gleefully pioneered in the mid-1990s eventually became untenable with the 
proliferation of search engine technology. Today Hall’s web page is updated quarterly at best, whilst 
Hall partakes more of the immediate family & professional duties that anchor his current sense of self. 
In 2015, he made an autobiographical minidoc about making the web page about his life called 
"overshare: the links.net story." He resides in San Francisco with his partner and child. bud.com 
delivers legal cannabis to homes, hotels, and businesses across the state of California.  
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FULL CREDITS 
 
Director, Cinematographer, Writer Doug Block 
Producers Doug Block 

Jane Weiner 
Esther Robinson 

Editor, Co-Writer Deborah Rosenberg 
Music, Sound Design Elephant Ears 
Music Supervisor Beo Morales 
Location Sound Otto Gain 
Consulting Editor Mona Davis 
Associate Editor Jared Blaut 
Associate Producer Christine Courtney 
 
With: 
Justin Hall, Howard Rheingold, Julie Peterson, Jaime Levy, Carl Steadman, John Seabrook, Stefanie 
Syman, Steven Johnson, Louis Rossetto, Joey Anuff, J Carew Craft, Doug Block, Marjorie Silver, 
Lucy Block, Josh Silver 


